Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to address one of the most important
archaeological subjects and most debated on the archaeological and
historical scales, during the 20™ century and now a day, discussing the
Settlement Patterns in the Highlands of Palestine during the Iron Age |
and with the involvement of many Archaeologists and Historians over
this period. Therefore, we found it is very necessary to understand this
phenomenon and tend to see it from different perspectives different from
what have been done toward the attempts of understanding it from the

previous researchers.

The researcher then and for the above-mentioned goal, divided the
thesis into seven chapters. The first and the second chapters dealt with the
literature review of the most important theories discussing the settlement
patterns in the Highland of Palestine over the last century and the
beginning of the current one, including the Military Conquest Theory, the
Peaceful Infiltration Theory, the Social Revolution Theory, the Pastoral
Nomads  Theory  and the Mixed Multitude Theory.

In light of the first and the second chapters, the researcher then
discussed the temporal factor of the settlement process in the third
chapter, by defining the chronological sequence of the Iron Age, the
period of the settlement phenomenon which the theories focusing on to

explain.

In the fourth chapter we looked at the spatial factor by geographically
indicating the highlands of Palestine and dividing it into separate units
from North to South depending on the fact that each unit of it showing

different environmental settings.



The Paleoenvironment is the focal point of the fifth chapter. In this
chapter, the researcher tried to indicate elements of the environment and
their influence on man, animal and plants scales. These elements included
geology, geomorphology, climate and climate change, and the technology
humans use to survive with the changes that occurred in any area of the
world and in the Highlands of Palestine in particular.

In the sixth chapter, the researcher generally defined the means of the
settlement and the concept of its patterns. In so doing, the factors, ways,
conditions of emergence and the changes within specific environmental
and economic frameworks have been highlighted.

The last chapter indicates the patterns of settlement in the Highlands of
Palestine during the Late Bronze and Iron I-11 ages. Maps and tables are
to support our insight to the sites and the changes in its spread and
distribution over temporal and spatial components. This procedure is to
understand the settlement patterns according to the archaeological survey
conditioned in the Highlands of Palestine by the Israeli Archaeologists.

At the end of this study, a criticism has been made over the reviewed
theories of the first and the second chapters in light of the following ones.
Beside the thesis results, the researcher offered a hypothetical model for
what might be the case, archaeologically, historically, and
environmentally, in the Highlands of Palestine during the Iron Age I,

reflected through the Settlement Patterns.
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